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Under the permanent settlement, the exception-
ally fertile province of Bengal, though blessed above
other parts of India with means of communication
and with a monopoly of the production of jute, does
not by any means possess an exceptionally pros-
perous peasantry. Critics of British rule devote
themselves, therefore, to the temporarily settled
districts in which the cultivator holds directly from
the State, and from which provinces very little is
collected for their war-chest. Somehow they shall
pay, is the judgment of the agitators.

In the temporarily settled districts the land-
holders pay revenue to Government, whether they
cultivate themselves or through rent-paying tenants,
and in such cases the Government of India places a
limit upon the rent they may demand. Nevertheless
these land-holders, of the classes, though natives
of India, have not been found over ready to co-
operate with the State in limiting their own powers
for the benefit of their tenants, of the masses.

What the State takes from the landlord as its
share, under the immemorial Indian system of
divided ownership, becomes ways and means to be
expended for the benefit of the country in general,
and there can be no object in reducing payments,
for the benefit of the landlord, to the detriment of
the tenant and the masses.

It is only another proof what children the so-
called "friends of India" in England are, in the